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Reply to the comment on: 
The role of environmental 
heavy metals and the risks for 
autoimmunity and related 
rheumatic diseases

Sirs,
We wish to thank Pollard and Hultman (1) 
for commenting on our review “The Role 
of Environmental Heavy Metals and Risks 
for Autoimmunity and Related Rheumatic 
Diseases” (2). This article highlights the im-
portance of your pioneering work, as well 
as the work done by other researchers on the 
influence of environmental factors on the 
development of autoimmunity. It is exciting 
to hear from you as protagonists of “how 
this scientific adventure began”. Thank you 
for inspiring several generations of clini-

cians and researchers who share a common 
interest in understanding the nature and 
clinical behaviour of autoimmunity.
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